“We prayed that the Lord would move us north from 
Melboume, and he certainly did—to Townsville!”, says 
Captain Michael Lazarus. Michael is the Parish Evangelist 


in the Parish of Heatley (Townsville). Prior to this he helda _ 


similar position for three years in Dingley, an outer 
suburban parish in Melbourne. 

Married to Allison, they have two children, Rebecca, 
almost 8, and Katherine, 9 months. 

Both Sydneysiders, Michael and Allison met when they 
worked in an interdenominational children’s club in Glebe 
(Sydney). They married three years before Michael entered 
Church Army College for two years training as an 
Evangelist. 

Before this, Michael worked for seven years as a 
Technical Officer with the Overseas Telecommunications 


Commission. This experience is reflected in his skilful use | 


of a home computer in his ministry. He also worked as a 
youth worker with the Dept. of Youth and Community in a 
boys’ home for State wards. 

Though city born, Michael enjoys the outdoor life and 
has a passion for fishing and likes bushwalking and 
camping. 

Allison is keen on embroidery and a new interest is 
screenprinting. After an uncomfortable pregnancy most of 
last year, Allison is now more involved in parish life. As a 


participant in one of the many home bible study groups, she | 


takes her turn to lead, as do all the other members of that 
group. She also takes part in one of the Church Army 
training courses. 

The Lazarus family live in the Upper Ross area, a rapid 
growth area well away from the parish centre. Originally 
Michael’s role was to be primarily responsible for the 
nurturing of Church growth in the Upper Ross and whilst 
he has been and is involved in this, his main thrust has been 
to train and encourage parishioners in the main Church, the 
Church of the Ascension at Heatley. 

“I see my ministry”, says Michael, “as one of building up 
and encouraging people. To get them to where they can be 
challenged as to their relationship with Jesus Christ! I think 
now that many perhaps understand more clearly what it 
means to be a Christian.” 





“Fellowshipping” 
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Captain Michael Lazarus, C.A. 

Tragedy struck the Lazarus’s shortly after their arrival in 
Townsville 15 months ago, through the death of their infant 
son Timothy. The parish rallied around them, supporting 
them spiritually and physically. A time of bonding. 

This bonding has increased as Michael has developed a 
parish training programme. Four adult groups and one 
youth group are currently taking part in the Church Army 
course, Dynamic Christian Living. Quoted by one 
parishioner as, “a course that shows how Christ wants to be 
involved in our everyday life!” 

Approximately 30 people, potential parish leaders, are 
training in three groups using the Lay Leaders’ Institute 
Course. Each group has its own leader with Michael in a 
general overseeing role. 

Christina Marre, one of the group leaders, says, “He 
(Michael) lets us as leaders get on with the job. It’s not his 
way to dominate, but rather to suggest ideas and encourage 
us. This way we grow and start to see ourselves as leaders.” 

Another growth group, “The Followers”, 18 to 35 year- 
olds, about 12 in number, meets on a Friday night. 

Other facets of Parish training and _ educational 
development are the general bible studies which are held 
throughout the week. Scripture is also taught in two 
primary schools. The I.S.C.F. (Inter-School Christian 






YAPA'S 
(Young Anglican People of the Ascension) 
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Fellowship) is very strong in Townsville and not 
surprisingly, Michael Lazarus is on their committee, 
particularly for ministry resources. 

Many people in the Parish, including the Lazarus's, 
speak of the impact and lasting effect of the Church Army 
Van Ministry three-month mission prior to appointing a 


| full-time Church Army Evangelist. 


Rev. Canon George Trower, Rector of the Heatley 
Parish, said, “The girls (Sister Lyn Geeves and Sister 
Sabina Fantoni) and their ministry had a profound effect on 
the life of the Parish. Michael is carrying on and building 
on what they started during the mission. He has a gift for 
training and equipping people. This year and next will see 
results. It takes time and lots of preparation to develop this 
type of team ministry. I’m convinced it’s the only way to 
go. I started in the ministry, more years ago than I care to 
remember, in a team ministry situation, which included a 
Church Army Sister, Sister Stanley. Team ministry frees 
you to do what you’re perhaps best suited to do. With 
Michael here, I can do more pastoral work.” 

Looking at the future, he went on to say, “Now the city 
of Thuringowa (twin city to Townsville) is a reality (long 
known as the city that isn’t a city). A church will be needed 
there! That means evangelism and training which could 
mean a job for Church Army.” 

One development of ministry at Heatley is the Sunday 
evening service. It is a time of praise and worship, with 
modem Christian music which appeals. to all ages, but 
especially to the Y.A.P.A.s (Young Anglican People of the 
Ascension). 

The Church of the Ascension, Heatley, is fast getting 
known for its outreach ministry. 

And Captain Michael, as he’s called by many, is 
constantly in demand in other areas of Townsville and 
beyond. 

Only God knows where the Lazarus family will be called 
to minister next. However, although they are having a great 
and rewarding ministry in Townsville, perhaps their prayers 
will be worded more carefully when they seek His 
direction. 

Wal Spencer 





= == 


With Rev. and Mrs George Trower 
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CHURCH ARMY REACHOUT CONFERENCE 





“Ts there anybody else out there?” Often when you are ina 
parish you find yourself feeling very lonely. You sit in your 
office and think to yourself “Is there anybody else who 
shares the same interest and enthusiasm for the Gospel?” 
You think it would be great to meet with others of like mind 
to learn and be refreshed and have new insights. 

That’s exactly what happened at the recent Church Army 
Reachout Conference at Lawson in the Blue Mountains. 

J. John, the English Evangelist, was the “key” speaker. 
His style was very direct and he stirred us up to think about 
our evangelism. Talking and sharing techniques and 
experiences. Each session was filled with “goodies” and my 
mind began to spin with ideas. They were jammed packed 
with information and way of how to reach out. 

One of the major aims of the conference was to not end 
up at the conclusion of the weekend with a whole head full 
of facts which you never use. After each major session, we 
met and discussed what implications this had to our own 
parish situation. With the parishes represented there was 
quite a diverse range. 

J. John touched on many areas, but here is a brief run- 
down. He highlighted three main areas of evangelism. 

1. Presence (Matthew 5:16) 
2. Proclamation (2 Timothy 4:2) 
3. Persuasion (2 Corinthians 5:11) 

Other areas that were covered were prayer and objections 
to the Christian faith. 

He was painfully practical, saying that we need to do 
evangelism rather than speak it. He was also honest enough 
to explain some of his missed opportunities. 

Although J. John was speaking from an English 
background there were many ideas we could adopt. 

On the Saturday night he shared the Gospel with 
parishioners we invited along from local parishes. It was 
exciting to see an Evangelist “do his thing” for the Lord. I 
saw him start where the people were at and bring them to a 
strong challenge. At the end of his Gospel presentation 
there was ministry with prayer. 

The presentations by Captain Brad Aitken, C.A. and 
Sister Lu’ Piper, C.A. challenged and stimulated in areas 
that people had not thought of before. Brad’s experience 
with youth explained massive misunderstandings and the 
imposition of a structure on youth. Lu’ Piper had a 
systematic approach to visitation producing a broad base of 
contacts, e.g. baptism, scripture classes, etc. 

This showed a competence and approach which was very 
professional. So what did the whole weekend mean to me? 

The main points were: 

1. How unique Church Army is within the Anglican 


Church. It can draw people together from different 
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J. John 

churchmanships and experience as perhaps no other 

group can. 

2. Re-affirmed the need for specialist evangelists as apart 
from parish clergy always directing evangelism. We do 
have a different approach, style and calling. 

3. In regard to Evangelism, Church Army has a lot to offer 
the whole Church. 

4. The need to do Evangelism rather than speak about it. 

5. The emphasis of linking Evangelism with prayer. 

6. The need to set up parish mission teams. 

7. To see our Evangelism as on-going commitment to 
people. 

8. The challenge for us to see if we enjoy our faith and 
share it with others. 

It was amazing that right from the word go, people 
enjoyed being with each other. I really believe that was 
because we had so much to share in Christ. 

After the weekend I felt “I’m glad that I have the 
privilege of being an Evangelist, and that we have such a 
vital ministry to perform.” Amen. 

Captain Bruce Geeves, CA. 


Captain Bruce Geeves is the Parish Evangelist at St. Anne’s 
Ryde (Sydney). He brought with him six parishioners from 
Ryde to share in ministry at the Reachout Conference. See 
page 3 for the feature article, “On the Fringe” which tells of 
Captain Geeve’s own ministry. 


Hear J. John at the Church Army Reachout Conference 
March, 1988. Recorded live and unedited, four audio 
cassette tapes only $16.00 (including postage). Contact the 
Publicity Department, Church Army Centre, P.O. Box 107, 
Frenchs Forest, 2086. Tel. (02) 451 8395 or (02) 451 0928. 





J. John, ith areas Witt and the ‘ BeLAGal Northers” 


GO FOR GOROKAN! 


The Parish of the Holy Spirit, Gorokan, is one of the newer 
parishes in the Newcastle Diocese. The Rector is Rev. 
Graham McLeod. The Church is known locally as the 
Church with the Train. They have a vintage railway 
carriage in the Church grounds which is used as a Sunday 
School. 

Gorokan on the Central Coast of N.S.W. is where Church 
Army will be having a special outreach weekend as part of 
Church Army’s birthday celebration. Church Army was 
founded in Newcastle in 1934. 

The GO WALK! Saturday, August 6th, 7.00 a.m. start. A 
team of Church Army students and Gorokan parishioners 
will be taking part in a sponsored one day walk from the 
Old Hawkesbury River Bridge to Gorokan, 65 kms. via the 
Old Pacific Highway. The proceeds from this walk will be 
for the outreach work of the Church Army. Will you please 
help us and sponsor the Go Walk team (sponsorship form 
below)? 

BARBEQUE and CONCERT. Saturday night, August 
6th. A barbeque tea followed by a Christian Music Concert 
(both modern and traditional music) presented by the 
people of the parish. (For further details, ring (043) 92 
2178.) 

On Sunday, August 7th, Church Army personnel will be 
preaching at the Sunday morning services at Gorokan and 
at several other Churches in the Newcastle Diocese. In the 
afternoon at the Holy Spirit Church, Gorokan, Church 
Army will hold an information get together. Church Army 
officers will talk about various aspects of Church Army 
work. The newly released video film “God’s Strrers!”, a 
profile on Church Army, will be shown. Following question 
time, afternoon tea will be served. People of all ages are 
welcome to come along. Commencing at 2.00 p.m. 

A special Outreach Service will be held in the evening, 
7.00 p.m. Guest Preacher: Capt. John McKim, C.A., Dean 
of Students, Church Army College, Belrose. 

Modern and traditional Christian gospel music by local 
musicians and vocalists. 

This will be a time of praise and worship at which people 
will have the opportunity to commit or re-commit their 
lives to the Lord. 





Rev. Graham McLeod with the Bailey family 
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GO WALK SPONSORSHIP FORM 
IN GINS ocx te ovareoenenvnetggaenewnen ss nudacesimmeatieses Reeds at 
ACTGSS cia Scviricavascwatgecesens ee eee | eee ee 
I will sponsor the team for ............ (amount) per kilometre. 
DICMAUINC oa sacesnriecntsrnt eared pankitenge tener e em bee r= 


Please return to the Church Army Centre, 
P.O. Box 107, Frenchs Forest 2086. 





“Are we fair dinkum, or just flying the flag?” 

In just the past week I’ve had two very conflicting 
comments made to me by two equally convinced and 
enthusiastic persons. One said: “The Church is really 
getting its act together and at long last we are seeing some 
results.” 

However, the other person said: “There is real evidence 
that a majority of parishes are going to go out of business 
by the turn of the century (less than 12 years away) if not 
before.” Well, just whom do we believe? 

It depends where you look! I visit many parishes every 
year and discuss Church Growth opportunities and 
problems with many Clergy and Laity. All over Australia 
there ave parishes that are alive, worship is vital and 
parishioners are really engaged in Mission. Their future is 
literally unlimited. 

But I also note that many parishes are dying. This, sadly, 
would appear to be a greater number than those that are 
alive and well. I too believe that most of them will be out of 
business before too long. 

I know that these things are affected by socio-economic 
factors, a rapid change in the ethos of many suburbs and 
massively changing habits of our present day society. But 
remember these things affect the healthy Churches also. 

My own opinion is those Churches that deserve to 
survive, will. Those which have ignored the things God has 
been teaching the Church lately and the tools he has been 
giving us to use will go down the “gurgler” with only 
themselves to blame. 

Let’s face it. There is help available, but so few take 
advantage of it. It is amazing just what a range of resources 


| LOVE YOU oe ® 
MR HEINZ 


Actually it’s his baked beans I love. Baked beans on toast 
would have to be one of my favourite foods (beans are full 
of protein you know!). 

Of course, if you’re a baked bean fanatic like me, 
wouldn’t you like to know a good use for all those empty 
bean tins? 

Why not,—why not, turn them into money boxes. 
Church Army money boxes, that is! 

We can supply you with easy clip-on slotted plastic lids 
and decorative wrap around labels. They fit best on the 440 
gramme sized tins. 

The best way to use these money boxes is to have a 
money box secretary in your Church (group or area, etc.) 
Periodically, the secretary can collect the money saved (the 
money box doesn’t have to be full), bank it and send a 
cheque to Church Army for use in our outreach work. 

Please contact me if you want to help. Thank you! 

And as that nice lady on the T.V. ad says: “Thank you 
Mr. Heinz!” 


(Mr) Wal Spencer, 

The Publicity Dept., 

Church Army Centre, 

P.O, Box 107, FRENCHS FOREST, 2086. 
Tel. (02) 451 8395 or (02) 451 0928., 












are available to motivate, equip and support parishioners in 

active Lay ministry. But most parishes do nothing about it. 
Oh yes, they do do one thing. They grieve the yearly 

decline of members, the loss of income and the threat of 

eventual closure. | 
People are quick to reply “But that could not happen to 

our Church—surely God would never let that happen to 

us?” Wouldn’t he just! Read your Bible. Revelation 3:14-21 

might be a good place to start. 

Why not ask these questions about your parish: 

1. Could your parish seriously call itself “The Church 
Militant” here on earth? Or is it merely a Conservation 
society? 

2. Could your parish seriously call itself the Body of Christ 
reaching out to lonely and hurting people whom He 
cares about so dearly? Or is it merely a mutual support 
group for the faithful? 

3. Are there signs of growth in your Church? Progress in 
the spiritual life of your members; An increasing 


effectiveness in developing structures that relate to our © 


proper God-given task; New people regularly being 

welcomed to our parish family and staying to do the 

work of God with you? Or are you shrinking? 

Not easy questions to face up to. But that’s the way 
change for the better begins. And if you do realize, not only 


that things are not as they should be, but that you really do — 


want to change, then write or call Church Army—that’s 
what we exist for. To help the local parish to really become 
“The Church Militant” here on earth. 
Rev. Graeme MacRobb, 
College Principal. 





"VAN MINISTRY NEWS 


The Church Army “T’ Witness ’Van Ministry team has just 
completed a three-month parish mission in the Parish of St. 
Peter’s and St. Edmund’s, Sandy Bay/Mt. Nelson, 
Tasmania. The ’Van Ministry team, Sister Sabina Fantoni 
and Miss Robyn Porter, was welcomed and commissioned 
for the mission by the Rt. Rev. Phillip Newell, Bishop of 
Tasmania. 

The outreach programme for the mission included the 
study/training courses, “Friendship Evangelism”, “Moti- 
vational Gifts” and “Saints Alive!” Parishioners benefited 
greatly in personal.development and in relationships with 
each other. 

“Young Marrieds” was the group focused on for special 
outreach, One of the highlights of this was a special dinner, 
which was a great success, with a variety of input from 
theatrical sketches to testimonies, songs and an outreach 
message. 

Another challenging aspect of the mission was a series of 
seminars to Year 11 and Year 12 students at a local boys’ 
high school. The boys were given the opportunity to make 
intelligent decisions about Christ based on the evidence and 
facts presented to them. There was a positive response from 
many of the boys. 





Left to right: Rev. Canon Keith Nancarrow, Miss Robyn 
Porter, Sister Sabina Fantoni and Rt Rev. P. Newell, 
Bishop of Tasmania 


Rev. Canon Keith Nancarrow, the Rector, says of the 
Mission, “It was an awakening experience for the Church. 
People were blessed and it put new life into the parish. 
Perhaps it was slow starting, more of a growing process 
which climaxed towards the end. Parishioners are now 
getting more involved in the Church. They see the mission 
as ongoing. 

We praise and thank God for His blessings and thank 
Church Army for their ministry during the Mission.” 





UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 





Jennifer Taaffe 


Church Army is pleased to announce the appointment of a 
new Manager to head the Society’s literature work in 
Newcastle. 

As from the end of May, (Mrs) Jennifer Taaffe (rhymes 
with safe) will be Manager of the Church Army Bookshop. 









NEW STUDENT 


Lupe Latavao comes from Vavau, one of the main islands 
in Tonga. 

After two years at the Fiji Bible College, he will now 
train with us in special ministry training for one year. 

Lupe has eight brothers and two sisters. His sports are 
soccer, football and squash. He enjoys singing and 
tinkering with mechanical things. 

Coming from a traditional Methodist background (now 
the Free Church of Tonga) he has a burning desire to be an 
Evangelist. 


Mrs Taaffe comes with considerable experience in the 
retailing of Christian literature in the Newcastle area and 
elsewhere. Just prior to her new appointment, she was the 
Newcastle Trade Manager for the Bible Society. Her 
obvious enthusiasm and initiative is matched with a deep 
Christian commitment and a willingness to serve the wider 
Church. 

Born in Abermain, in the Hunter Valley, Jennifer is 
married to Mort’ (Morton). They live in Highfields, an 
Outer suburb of Newcastle. The Taaffe’s have two teenage 
boys, Justin 17 and Nathan 14. 

Jennifer says, “I’m eager to continue and to expand the 
ministry of the Bookshop. It is exciting to be working with 
Church Army in its outreach work. I have been made 
welcome by the staff who have been doing a great job, 
shouldering additional responsibility in the absence of a 
Manager. 

Pioneer readers and local customers can rely on us to 
help them all we can. Ring or write or walk in, we will be 
only too happy to be of service.” 

The Church Army welcomes Jennifer on to our team and 
look forward to a long and happy association with her. 








Lupe Latavao 
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Message FROM THE 
FEDERAL DIRECTOR 


A FULL HEAD 
OF STEAM! 


Sometimes Christians are accused of having their head in 
the clouds. It is perhaps true that at times we can be so 
concerned with our own relationship to the Lord, we are 
unaware of other people or events. The result is a going 

around in ever decreasing self-centred circles, rather than a 
strong forging ahead spiritually. The Church Army means 
business when it comes to spiritual warfare. This means 
being fully active in God’s world today—making full use 
of all the resources he supplies. 

When St. Paul wrote to the Corinthian Church, he said 
“The love of Christ controls us” (II Cor. 5:14). J. B. Phillips 
paraphrases this as “The very spring of our actions is the 
love of Christ”. The person who has become aware of the 
amazing love of Jesus, has no choice but to make this 
known. This will inevitably mean taking on everything that 
opposes the plan of God, and tries to keep people living 
lives of defeat, despair or deprivation. 

The Holy Spirit came in a very special way upon the 
disciples at that first amazing Pentecost. As a result they 
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Captain Gilbert Page CA. 


began to make known the mighty works of God. To 
witness—just as Jesus said they would (Acts 1:18). Should 
today be any different? If you and I are really serious about 
our commitment to Christ, we will use the power with 
which the Lord wants to fill us. We will constantly be on 
the lookout for ways of helping others recognise and 
experience all that God wants them to have in Jesus. 

The Lord does not want his people to be full of hot air. 
But he does want all of us to go “full steam ahead” in the 
strength which he alone can give. 

Will you join the Church Army—on ACTIVE service? 


COLLEGE HEAD HEADS OFF 


For 12 years the Rev. Graeme MacRobb has been Principal 
of the Church Army College of Evangelism. At the end of 
this year Graeme will be leaving this position to return to 
his home Diocese of Gippsland. On December 20th, which 
is the twentieth anniversary of his priesting and the twenty- 
seventh anniversary of his commissioning as a Church 
Army evangelist, Graeme will start a new ministry as 
Rector of the parish of Drouin. In addition, he has been 
asked to be a member of a Diocesan team involved with 
Laity Training, In-Service Training for Clergy, and 
Discipling in parishes. 

Graeme MacRobb will be greatly missed at Belrose, not 
only by those officers whose lives and ministries he has 
helped to shape during their training, but by the many who 
come here from the surrounding Churches to learn more 
about their faith. Many of the courses offered have been 
written in part or completely by Graeme. He has also had a 
particular interest in developing the Church Army Parishes 
Resources Centre, from which materials are regularly sent 
to Churches throughout Australia. 

Jenny MacRobb has also contributed greatly to the life of 
our College, and made the family home a place of welcome 
to many. All of us in Church Army pray for God’s blessing 
on Graeme and Jenny as well as the children at this time of 
great change. It will perhaps be the greatest compliment to 
Graeme, that the best possible methods of equipping 
evangelists for the Church of God will continue to be 
provided at our College. 


BALLINA MISSION 
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Rey. Graeme and Mrs Jenny MacKobb 





First mission for 1988 was at Ballina, northern N.S.W., led 
by Bishop George Browning. 12 Church Army students 
formed four children’s mission teams—Jon Martin, Wendy 
Tyrrell and Pamela Heale—under-eights at Ballina; John 
Stanley, Bruce Ollington and Elverina Murgha at Lennox 
Head; Tim Scheuer, Christina Ryman and lan Freestone at 
Tevan/Tintenbar, and Peter Hewitt, Brian Ford and Charles 
Hume—Ballina older primary group. 

lan Freestone led the music at most of the mission 
functions. Students also assisted the missioner at special 
gatherings in all centres and for meetings of various groups. 

Peter Hewitt spoke at an evangelistic meeting for youth. 

The final two services of the mission had an attendance 
of 500. The students assisted in the planning and leading of 
both services. 

Everyone returned to College exhausted, but full of 
praise for the many blessings through ministry. 
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Due to the expansion of ministry and staffing at the Church 
Army College of Evangelism, Belrose, a building 
programme is about to commence. First project is a cottage 
to house the new Dean of Students, Capt. John McKim, 
C.A. This will be under way mid-June. 

Later this year the Friends of the College, a support 
group for the College and its ministry, will launch a 
Building Fund Appeal. Donations to this fund (The College 
Building Fund) are tax-deductible. 

Further details of the building programme will be in the 
next edition of The Pioneer. 

Donations can be sent to the College Building Fund, 
Church Army Centre, P. O. Box 107, Frenchs Forest, 2086. 
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